
 
 
 

CURVE BALLS 

The idea of this project is to understand the 

interview process and to see what type of curve 

balls hiring managers throw at you during an 

interview. 

 

Many people go into an interview thinking the 

hard part is proving you have the technical 

skills. While this partly true, the 'hard' part is sitting in a room where someone is actually studying your behavior - 

analyzing you as a person! They expect applicants to already have the technical skills. So if more than one applicant 

is qualified, the hiring decision is going to be based off references, personality, mannerisms, answers to random 

interview questions, and of course convenience - which applicant is the most likely to show up, show up on time and 

not bring drama into the workplace. The interview is also for applicants to decide whether or not they want the job! 
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CURVEBALL EXAMPLE 1.  In this scenario the interviewee is not putting much effort into their answers - 

INTERVIEWER: How would you handle a conflict with a co-worker? 

YOU: I would tell them I’m upset, or just avoid them so we don’t get in a fight at work. 

INTERVIEWER: Who is your favorite super hero? 

YOU: Huh? Um, okay, well I saw Superman on TV the other day and he’s a cool cat. 

INTERVIEWER: Why would you want to be like Superman? 

YOU: I dunno. 

EXAMPLE 2.  In this scenario the interviewee answers the questions thoughtfully - 

INTERVIEWER: How would you handle a conflict with a co-worker? 

YOU: I would talk to them face to face and resolve our differences. I would try to recommend a solution. 

INTERVIEWER: Who is your favorite super hero? 

YOU: For make believe, I’d say Superman stories because they represent all regular people with the Clark Kent 

character, and Superman represents the heroic side of Clark Kent. Which to me is an inspiring idea that everyone has 

a hero inside of them. 

  

"Eighty percent of success is showing up." 
Woody Allen 
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