
 
 

It’s probably fairly obvious to discuss the rent with a prospective roommate and of course, who gets which room. But 
there’s a great deal more that should be discussed. And whether or not your roommate is a friend – you should have 
an agreement with them. While this might feel uncomfortable with a stranger and even more so with a friend, it 
could save your friendship and eliminate many frustrating experiences in the meantime.  
 
One of the worst scenarios with a roommate is if one skips out completely on the rent because the landlord has the 
right to call upon either party for the full rent in the event that one party cannot or will not pay. With a signed and 
dated agreement in hand (you should also notarize it) then if you wanted to, you could sue or threaten to sue. You 
might even get the landlord to use the agreement to pursue the roommate themselves. (Probably not though…) 

It’s not necessary to define the terms of an eviction in your agreement because typically only landlords can enforce 
evictions. 
  
Here are some points to include in the agreement: 
  
Phone Expenses 
Phone costs - especially the use of long-distance calling! While this can be avoided with cellular phones, you may want a 
landline for emergencies. If so, consider blocking long-distance calls or have private lines.  
 
Food and Grocery Shopping Expenses 
Make a mutual agreement of how you will shop for food and whether or not you will share food. You might consider 
buying things like spices and oils together but buy everything else separately.  
 
Who is responsible and how often for cleaning out the fridge or doing the dishes? 
  
Guests and Visitors 
What’s your policy on overnight guests?  What’s considered an extended stay where the guest or the host becomes 
responsible for helping to pay with the additional costs of food, water and electricity? Are family members welcome and 
if so, for how long?  
  
Pets 
Agree on your pet policy upfront. One of you may be likely to rescue a pet without knowing the other is allergic or 
completely against the idea. Figure it out in advance so it’s not uncomfortable later when emotions might be involved. 
 
Other Issues to agree on in advance: Music volume and taste  TV volume or sharing a TV  a ‘quiet time’ curfew  what 
are your schedules like – are they compatible?  sharing things like books, clothes  or movies  in the event of a crisis 
and one roommate legitimately cannot pay their share of the rent  utility bills ~ is one of you good about conserving 
while the other leaves lights on and takes 20 minute showers?   

ROOMATES 
Make a Legal Agreement 


